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Some Legislators

Asked Kennedy |

@During Briefing to Go Further

By ROPERT 8. ALLEN and PAUL SCOTT
Congressiona! eaders raised only one ma-
challenge o President Kennedy's seven-
-~ point program for quarannning Cuba

In theye bestor Whie House conference,
they questioned  the President on whether he
wax gomg far  enouty gn
Chmiting mmhbtary action lo a
xelective sewundadr
blockade of Cubra,

After Listemang to a fawe ¢

Jor

b -
hour briefing by tue Prow - ,
dent, CIA - Derector Johg % ‘-
MeCone. Sceretary Deam 50 -7
Rusk and  Detense  Seere-

tary MeNamara, the par
tisan  group of  legistaiors
vigorously urged  considera-
tion of  stronoeor mtilan
LISTRRTIRINEN fron an
mned.ate irvasion
ate ol Cubo.

Ren, Carl Vinsoer chiecinan of the
Houwse Avmed Services Commitiee, thr
"lead, contendinz. It s ume to go ail e was
W oshould invade immodiately tn elimine
th.s Soviet nulitary build-iap just 3 nipes trom
AGIYC

HE TOLD 'THE President tha o
ported his proposals, but wae conceened
they did not provide for elinuatn of
Caslio regime.

“There should be oo haif-way’ reasures.”
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Vinson waraed. “hhustichew pespecis foree
cand firmness, If he sees  that Hus country
means business, he wiil hack down and will

not interfere with our sips or planes’

Sen. Rochard Rus-efl, DOCa chaimman of
the Senate Arned Sery oo Cominittee, fally
endorsed Vitnaan's propo oo gt a totald

cavied <o it Cula he
nnmediaten .

e to deepare o and noant
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Prosne thiee woeer v svivcher s o d
TV e st O, de Do, oF i baneel o
e Do wankd be dopted

“YOHANE NG e [SCHE T oo
Acto T sen et e Proadents Tt aokes tme
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outined e el e W ave st Derent time
fy roc caty e e s i e
N I LN BTN S 13 NN TON PSS
fons g SESTANE RS B P
P B}

1t

Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000200930105-5

ICBM bases, T will have no other alternative
than to follow your proposals,” said the Pres-
dent. “Unlil we determine Soviet reaction,
preparations for all eventualities, including in-
vasion, arve going ahead ag swiftly as possible.”

“Are  precautionary steps being taken to
prepave for a possible Soviet military strike at
ov bMockede of West Berlin?” asked Speaker
MoeCormack, D-Mass. “It would be my guess
that 1f Khrushchev made any counter-move, it
wouid come there.”

“All UL S, military forces are being put on
fuil alert,” replied the President, “We are pre-
parmg for any eventuality in - West  Berlin.
Also. T have sent former Secretary of State
Acheson 10 Europe to brie! the NATO foreign
mimsters on what we are doing in Cuba.”

McCormack, in endorsing the President's
proposals, said he was partleulary impressed
with “your decision to issue & direct warning to
Khrushehey.™

“You go directly to the heart of the Cuban
problen: in your direct warning to Khrush-
chev,” MeCormack told the President, “When
yvou go on the air tonight, I hope you make it
just as strong as you did here. The only thing
Khrushchev respects is milttary strength and’
fimmness. M he knows it will mean war, he
will not nove against West Berlin or iry to go
through the blockade.”

ONE OF THE BIG surprises of the briefing
came when Sen. J. Wiliam Fulbright, D-\Ark.,
chairman of the Senale Foreign Relations
Comanitiee, urged that the President use mili-
tarv force to knock out the Cuban misaile
TrNey. .

“Tt would be safer for us to go in and de-
stroy those four missile bases than o stop
Soviet «hips on the high seas,” argued Iul-
bright. "Kbhrushchev is sure to react violently
il his vesseis are intercepted and boarded.”

“If we bomb those bases hundreds of Rus--
sian nilitary techniciahs operating those in-
stuliations would be killed,” replied the Presi-
dert, “This could bring an even more vinlent
reaction

“Ax long as those missile bases arc there,™
sud Russell. “there is a danger that hundreds
ol thousands of Amervicans will be killed. ‘W

must asa als e military oce Gt our com-
mand (o echiinate those bases.”
PRESIDENT KENNEDY 0\d e lowdere

tie planned 1o seek the support of members of
the Orgamzation of American States for coi-
iective roilitary uction  against Cuba  before:
taking any further steps.

“Shoald we fas] 1o obtain OAS support. 1

van have o comne hack and ask that- Congress
e e e mta seaon, reported the Presi-
L T Tnis s one of the reasons ©oany asiking

conom Wason fton the onext 7%




